
  
 

  Chapter 10 
 

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AND EMERGENCY SERVICES* 
__________  
* State Law References: Emergency management, Minn. Stats. ch. 12; local emergencies, Minn. Stats. § 12.29. 
__________  
 

 Article I. In General 
Secs. 10-1--10-18. Reserved. 
 

 Article II. Alarm Systems 
Sec. 10-19. Definitions. 
Sec. 10-20. Response to false alarms. 
Sec. 10-21. False alarm reports. 
Sec. 10-22. Audible alarm requirements. 
Sec. 10-23. Dishonored checks. 
 

  ARTICLE I. 
 

IN GENERAL 
 

Secs. 10-1--10-18. Reserved. 
 

  ARTICLE II. 
 

ALARM SYSTEMS* 
__________  
* State Law References: Alarm transmission telephone devices, Minn. Stats. § 237.47. 
__________  
 
Sec. 10-19. Definitions.  
 

The following words, terms, and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings ascribed to 
them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning.  

 
Alarm system means an assembly of equipment and devices (or a single device such as a solid state unit 

which plugs directly into a 110-volt AC line) arranged to signal the presence of a hazard requiring urgent attention 
and to which public safety personnel are expected to respond.  

 
Audible alarm means a device designed for the detection of unauthorized entry on premises, and which, 

when actuated, generates an audible sound on or near the premises.  
 
Criminal activity means entrance upon or into the property of another, taking the property of another, or 

damaging the property of another without permission. The term "criminal activity" includes burglary, robbery, 
assault, theft, damage to property, or other crimes as defined by state law.  

 



False alarm means any alarm system triggered by some reason other than the activity the alarm is 
designed to detect. It does not include activation of the alarm by acts of God or by utility company power outages.  

 
Public safety personnel means any law enforcement officer, fire department member, emergency medical 

response personnel, or other individuals responding in the aid of public safety or rescue.  
(Ord. No. 1997-79, § 79.01, 10-20-1997) 
 
Sec. 10-20. Response to false alarms. 
 
 (a)  A fee, as established by ordinance, shall be paid to the city for the fourth response and each 
subsequent response by the city's public safety personnel within one calendar year to a false alarm. 
 
 (b)  The city may collect such fee by whatever means necessary, including the institution of a civil 
action against the person responsible for the payment of such fee or certifying the fee on the property tax.  
(Ord. No. 1997-79, § 79.02, 10-20-1997) 
 
Sec. 10-21. False alarm reports. 
 
 (a)  The chief of police, the sheriff, the fire chief and/or fire marshal may require the person in control 
of the alarm system to submit a written report after any false alarm. The report shall contain information specified 
by the chief making the request. 
 
 (b)  The chief of police, the sheriff, the fire chief and/or fire marshal may excuse false alarms 
associated with their respective departments when there is evidence that they are the result of an effort or order to 
upgrade, install, or maintain an alarm system if one or more false alarms result from the same malfunction within 
a seven-day period.  
(Ord. No. 1997-79, § 79.03, 10-20-1997) 
 
Sec. 10-22. Audible alarm requirements. 
 
 (a)  All audible alarms shall meet the requirements of this section. 
 
 (b)  Every person maintaining an audible alarm shall post a notice containing the name and telephone 
number of the persons to be notified to render repairs or service during any hour of the day or night that the alarm 
sounds. Such notice shall be posted at the main entry to such premises or near the alarm in such a position as to be 
legible from the ground level adjacent to the building or kept currently corrected on file with the police 
department, the sheriff's office, and/or the fire marshal's office. 
 
 (c)  Audible alarms that sound like police and fire sirens are forbidden. 
 
 (d)  Audible alarms shall have an automatic shut-off which will silence the audible alarm within a 
period not to exceed 20 minutes and such alarms shall not sound for more than 20 minutes during any hour.  
(Ord. No. 1997-79, § 79.04, 10-20-1997) 
 
Sec. 10-23. Dishonored checks.  
 



In addition to the requirements of Minn. Stats. § 609.535 pertaining to the issuance of dishonored checks, 
whenever restitution is made by the issuer by means of a dishonored check after service of a notice of dishonor by 
the city, an administrative fee, as established by council ordinance, shall be paid to the city by cashier's check or 
money order, made payable to the city.  
(Ord. No. 1997-79, § 79.05, 10-20-1997) 
 State Law References: Service charge for dishonored checks authorized, Minn. Stats. § 604.113. 


