
 

 

 

CITY OF GRANT 

WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

ORDINANCE 2017-53 

 

An Ordinance Amending the Grant Code of Ordinances 

Amending Section 32-245 Table of Uses of Chapter 32 Zoning and  

Adding Division 4 Solar Energy Systems 

 

 

 

The City Council of the City of Grant, Washington County, Minnesota, does hereby ordain as follows: 

 

 

SECTION 1. AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 32, ZONING, OF THE CITY’S CODE OF 

ORDINANCES. 

 

That City Code Chapter 32, Article I, Section 32-245, “Table of uses”, Item (c) is hereby AMENDED to 

ADD the following identified as underlined, and AMENDED to DELETE as strikethrough : 

 

(KEY) 

P = Permitted 

C = Conditional Use Permit and public hearing 

CC=Certificate of Compliance 

A = Permitted accessory use 

N = Not Permitted

 

SECTION 2. AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 32, ZONING, OR THE CITY’S CODE OF 

ORDINANCES. 

 

That City Code Chapter 32, Article IV Supplemental Regulations, is hereby AMENDED to ADD the 

following: 

 



 

 

Division 5. Solar Energy Systems 

Sec. 32-455. Definitions. 

 

Community Solar Energy System means a ground-mounted solar energy production facility that 

generates up to 1 MWac of electricity and that supplies multiple off-site community members or 

businesses under the provisions of Minnesota statutes 216B.1641 or successor statute. 

 

Residential Solar Energy Systems – Building Mounted means a solar energy system that is affixed 

to a principal or accessory structure. 

 

Residential Solar Energy Systems – Ground-mounted means a freestanding solar system mounted 

directly to the ground using a rack or pole rather than being mounted on a building. 

 

Solar Energy means radiant energy received from the sun that can be collected in the form of heat 

or light by a solar collector. 

 

Solar Energy System means a device or a structural design feature, a substantial purpose of which 

is to provide daylight for interior lighting or provide for the collection, storage and distribution of solar 

energy for heating or cooling, electricity generation, or water heating. 

 

Solar Equipment means a device, structure or a part of a device or structure for which the primary 

purpose is to capture sunlight and transform it into thermal, mechanical, chemical or electrical energy. 

 

Sec. 32-456. Purpose. 

 

The purpose of this Division is to establish standards and procedures to allow property owners the 

reasonable capture and use of sunlight, while ensuring protection of adjacent properties and rural 

residential neighborhoods from potential adverse impacts of such installations.   

 

Sec. 32-457. Residential Solar Energy Systems. 

 

(a) Permitted Use.  Residential Solar Energy Systems, building mounted or ground mounted, are a 

permitted use or permitted use upon issuance of a Certificate of Compliance as shown on the 

Table of Uses contained in this ordinance. 

 

(b) Building Mounted – Solar equipment if affixed to a structure shall be permitted provided the 

following standards are met: 

(1) The equipment or device must be affixed to a structure, principal or accessory, and must 

meet all setback requirements for principal or accessory structures in the zoning district 

where the device is to be located. 

(2) The equipment or device may not extend beyond the height of the building by more than 

five (5) feet, and may not exceed the maximum building height as permitted within the 

zoning district.  



 

(3) The equipment or device shall cover no more than 80 percent of the roof to which it is 

affixed. 

(4) The equipment or device must be designed and constructed in compliance with all 

applicable building and electrical codes. 

(5) The equipment or device must comply with all state and federal regulations regarding co-

generation of energy. 

(6) All solar arrays or panels shall be installed or positioned so as not to cause any glare or 

reflective sunlight onto neighboring properties or structures, or obstruct views of adjacent 

property owners. 

(7) Solar equipment which is mounted to a roof that is not flat, and which is visible from the 

nearest right-of-way, shall not have a finished pitch more than five (5) percent steeper 

than the roof on which it is affixed. 

(8) The zoning administrator may require compliance with any other conditions, restrictions 

or limitations deemed reasonably necessary to protect the residential character of the 

neighborhood, if applicable. 

 

(c) Ground Mounted – solar equipment not affixed to a structure shall be permitted after issuance of 

a certificate of compliance provided the following standards are met: 

(1) Solar energy systems shall only be allowed as an accessory use on a parcel with an 

existing principal structure. 

(2) Solar energy systems shall be set back a minimum of 100 feet from a property line with 

an adjacent residential home, and shall be sited to meet all other applicable structural 

setback standards within the zoning district for the remaining lot lines. 

(3) The ground equipment shall be constructed outside of all wetland and shoreland setbacks 

as adopted within this City’s ordinances. 

(4) The footprint occupied by a solar energy system shall not exceed 1,000 square feet. 

(5) The equipment or device may not exceed a height of 15 feet. 

(6) The zoning administrator may require landscaping or other means of screening to limit 

visual impacts of the Solar Energy System. 

(7) The equipment or device must be designed and constructed in compliance with all 

applicable building and electrical codes. 

(8) The equipment or device must comply with all state and federal regulations regarding co-

generation of energy. 

(9) All solar arrays or panels shall be installed or positioned to not cause any glare or 

reflective sunlight onto neighboring properties, structures, or obstruct adjacent views. 

(10) The city may require compliance with any other conditions, restrictions or 

limitations deemed reasonably necessary to protect the public health, safety, and welfare 

and to promote harmony with neighboring uses. 

 

 

 

SECTION 3. SEVERABILITY. 

 



 

In the event that court of competent jurisdiction adjudges any part of this ordinance to be invalid, such 

judgment shall not affect any other provisions of this ordinance not specifically included within that 

judgment. 

 

 

SECTION 4. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 

This ordinance takes effect upon its adoption and publication according to law. 

 

 

WHEREUPON, a vote, being taken upon a motion by Council member Carr and seconded by Council 

member Kaup, the following vote: 

 

Voting AYE: Council Member Carr, Kaup and Mayor Huber 

Voting NAY: Council Member Lanoux and Sederstrom 

Whereupon said Ordinance was declared passed adopted this 5
th
 day of December, 2017. 

 

 

             

      Jeff Huber, Mayor 

 

      

Attest: Kim Points, City Clerk 


